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ABSTRACT 
  
The aim of this study is to get some new perspectives for divergence of some 
harmonic o special series such as alternating series, p-series, random series, 
fourier series, time series, and so on…Many different proofs of the divergences of 
such series are considered and proved. Also, several numerical illustrations 
suported our results. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Analysis lectures are given especially in the first grades of 
the Faculty of Mathematics and Engineering of higher 
education. Their contents include both harmonic and 
nonharmonic series with their convergence or divergence.  
In generally, the first example in the topic is  given as 

“𝑆 =  
1

𝑛

∞

𝑛=1
” which is divergence but its general term is 

convergence. 
 
Definition 1.1. A series whose terms are in harmonic 

progression as in 𝑆 =  
1

𝑛

∞

𝑛=1
= 1 + 

1

2
+

1

3
+⋯ +  

1

𝑛
+⋯ is 

called Harmonic Series.  
The harmonic series are those whose terms contain the 

harmonic sum and diverge to infinity. 
As it is known, Harmonic numbers have been at the 

center of attention of Mathematicians since the past. The 

series  
1

1
,

1

2
,

1

3
,⋯ ,

1

𝑛
  known as Harmonic Numbers or 

Harmonic Sequences is also used in many fields of 
Mathematics and arts. Besides, it is obvious that an 
instrument's timbre is uniquely determined with its 
harmonic series. Harmonic series are significant and 
influential  in recognition whether or not are consonant. 

As we know, there are numerous types of techniques for 
proving theorems or mathematical problems. In this study, 
our aim is  to demonstrate the divergence of the Harmonic 
series using different methods and proofs. Comparisions of 
the different proofs in this study will be very significant and 
useful for readers and literature. 

There    are    many     different    types   of   methods   for 

 
 
convergence/divorgences of series. These methods play an 

important bounds  role for the 𝑆 = 
1

𝑛𝑎
 𝑎 ∈ 𝑧+ 

∞

𝑛=1
 series. 

Partial series of the sums 𝑆𝑛 = 1 +
1

2
+

1

3
+⋯ +

1

𝑛
 converges to 

infinity very slowly, while 
1

𝑛
  converges to zero slowly. 

Assume that 𝑆 =  
1

𝑛

∞

𝑛=1
 does not converges to infinity. It 

means that we use proof by contraposition. If we 

take/consider 𝑛 = 1012, we get following result by 
computing computer programme: 
 

𝑆𝑛 = 𝑆1012 = 1 +
1

2
+⋯ +

1

1012
 

 
This shows that  it is less than 30. In a similar way, ıf we get 

𝑛 = 1024, we find that 𝑆𝑛 converges to positive integer 
number  60.  

It has not been studied that the harmonic series may 
converge instead of divergence. Let's prove the divergence 
of this series with different evidence. 
 
 

MAIN THEOREMS AND RESULTS 
 

Divergence of the Harmonic Series 
 

Our theorems and results are given as follows with the 
concepts of previous section. 
 

Theorem 2.1. 𝑆 =  
1

𝑛

∞

𝑛=1
= 1 + 

1

2
+

1

3
+⋯ + 

1

𝑛
+⋯ is
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converges to infinity. 
 
We give several different types of proofs as follows: 
 
Proof 2.1. Let p be as follows: 
 
𝑝 = 1,2,3,⋯ ,𝑛  and 𝑝 < 𝑥 < 𝑝 + 1 
 
Then we have: 
 

1

𝑝 + 1
<

1

𝑥
<

1

𝑝
 

 
and 
 

 

 

 
 
We obtain n particle 1 in equations for 𝑝 = 1,2,3,⋯ ,𝑛. If we 
wrıte all of them as follows: 
 
1

2
< 𝑙𝑛 2 − 𝑙𝑛 1 < 1 

1

3
< 𝑙𝑛 3 − 𝑙𝑛 2 <

1

2
 

: 
1

𝑛 + 1
< 𝑙𝑛 𝑛 + 1 − ln𝑛 <

1

𝑛
 

 
then we get: 
  
1

2
+

1

3
+⋯ +

1

𝑛+1
< 𝑙𝑛 𝑛 + 1 < 1 +

1

2
+⋯ +⋯                                 2 

  
We also know that 𝑓 𝑥 = 𝑙𝑛 𝑥 + 1 ⇒ 𝑙𝑛 𝑥 + 1 < 𝑙𝑛 𝑥 + 1 is 
satisfied. Ifwe put this inequation in the 2, we have: 
 
𝑙𝑛 𝑛 + 1 <𝑆𝑛<𝑙𝑛 𝑛 + 1 
 
This proves that 𝑆𝑛 converges to infinity. Besides, it gives 
that the divergency of the speed is  𝑙𝑛 𝑛 .  
 

Proof 2.2. Let us suppose that 𝑆 = 1 +
1

2
+

1

3
+⋯ +⋯be a real 

number. It is trivial that the set of real numbers is a field. 
So, we can write 𝑆 as the following: 
 

𝑆 = 1 +
1

2
+

1

3
+⋯ ⋅                                                                             1* 

𝑆 =  1 +
1

3
+

1

5
+⋯  +  

1

2
+

1

4
+

1

6
+⋯   

𝑆 =  1 +
1

3
+

1

5
+⋯  +

1

2
 1 +

1

2
+

1

3
…   

𝑆 =  1 +
1

3
+

1

5
…  +

1

2
⋅ 𝑆 

𝑆 −
1

2
𝑆 =  1 +

1

3
+⋯   

1

2
𝑆 =  1 +

1

3
+⋯ ………                                                                     2* 

 
If the both left part of 1* and right part of 1* is divided by 
2*, we have: 
 
𝑆

2
=

1

2
+

1

4
+

1

6
+⋯  < 1 +

1

3
+

1

5
… =

1

2
𝑆 

 
This is a contradiction. Therefore, 
 

𝑆 = 1 +
1

2
+

1

3
+⋯ 

 
is not finite sums. 
 

Proof 2.3. As it is known that the following equation holds: 
 

𝑙𝑛 2 = 1 −
1

2
+

1

3
−

1

4
+

1

5
−

1

6
… 

 
We can consider such as:  
 

𝑙𝑛 2 =  1 −
1

2
 +  

1

3
−

1

4
 +  

1

5
−

1

6
 +⋯ 

=
1

2
+

1

12
+

1

30
+⋯ > 0…….                                                               1** 

 

Now, assuming that 𝑆 = 1 +
1

2
+

1

3
+⋯is convergent. In this 

case, we can rewrite 𝑙𝑛 2 by changing the ordering of the 
numbers. Hence, we have: 
 

𝑙𝑛 2 =  1 +
1

3
+

1

5
+⋯ −  

1

2
+

1

4
+

1

6
+⋯  

=  1 +
1

3
+

1

5
+⋯ −

1

2
 1 +

1

2
+

1

3
+⋯  

 
Using Proof 2.2,  we obtain: 
 

𝑙𝑛 2 =
1

2
𝐻 −

1

2
𝐻 =0 ……                                                               2** 

 

This is a contradiction and contradicts 1**. This indicates 

that 𝑆 = 1 +
1

2
+

1

3
+⋯is divergent.  

 

Proof 2.4. Supposing that 𝑆 = 1 +
1

2
+

1

3
+⋯ +

1

𝑛
= 𝑎 ∈ ℝ. It 

indicates that this sum is convergent. If we write 𝑎 as 
follows: 
 

𝑎 =  1 +
1

2
 +  

1

3
+

1

4
 +⋯ >  

1

2
+

1

2
 +  

1

4
+

1

4
 +  

1

6
+

1

6
 … > 𝑎. 

 
which is a contradiction. So,  S is not convergent but 
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divergent. 
 

Proof 2.5. For 𝑛 ∈ 𝑍+ and  𝑛 ≠ 1 , we can use  
2

𝑛
<

1

𝑛−1
+

1

𝑛+1
inequality. Then, we obtain: 

 
2

3
<

1

2
+

1

4
 

2

4
<

1

3
+

1

5
 

2

5
<

1

4
+

1

6
 

2

6
<

1

5
+

1

7
 

2

7
<

1

6
+

1

8
 

 
for𝑛 ∈ 𝑍+,𝑛 > 1.Using them, we have: 
 

2  
1

3
+

1

4
+

1

5
… <

1

3
+

1

4
+ 2  

1

5
+

1

6
…   

2  
1

3
+

1

5
 <

1

3
+

1

4
 

 
It is trival that this is a contradiction since 2a<a. Hence, S is 
divergent. 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 
Ocuk R, Kompleks Analiz. A.Ü yayınları (1999). 
Nesin A, Sonsuza Diden diziler. Matematik dünyası (2007). (III) 
Bradley DM (2006). Anote on thediveryence of theharmonicseries, 

Amerikan Mathematical Monthly 107. 
Tanton J, Dolen A (2010). Harmonious Questions, Math Horizons. 17(4). 
Ward AJB (1970). Diveryence of the harmonic series, The  Mathematical 

Guzelte,  
Elmas S (2018). Convergence of thePirard-Mann Hybriditerution in 

convekscone MetricSpaces. Jamame. No  2. 
Kowalenko V (2001). Towards a Theory of Divergent Series and Its 

Importance to Asymptotics. In S Pandalai, editor, Recent Research 
Developments in Physics, volume 2, pages 17–68. TransworldResearch 
Network, Trivandrum, India 

Hardy G(1963). Divergent Series. Clarendon Press, Oxford.  
Kalman D (1993). Six Ways to Sum a Series, College Math. J. 24: 402– 421.  
Aignerand M, Ziegler GM (2004). Proofs from THE BOOK, Springer-Verlag, 

Berlin Heidelberg, third edition, p.38. 
Abramowitzand M Stegun I (1970). editors. Handbook of Mathematical 

Functions. Dover, NewYork  
Bromwich T (1965). An Introduction to the Theory of Infinite Series, 

Second Edition Revised.Macmillan, London.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Prudnikov A, YuBrychkov, Marichev O (1986). Integralsand Series, Volume 

2:Special Functions. Gordon andBreach, New York.  
Varadarajan V (2007). Eulerand His Work on Infinite Series. Bulletin (New 

Series) of the American Mathematical Society. 44(4): 515–539.  
Folland G (1989). Harmonic Analysis in Phase Space. Princeton, New 

Jersey: Prince- ton University Press.  
Euler L (1925). De progression ibus harmonicis observationes, in Opera 

Omnia, ser. I, vol. 14, Teubner, Leipzig,. Pp 87–100. 
Araya-Salas M (2012). Is bird song music? Evaluating harmonic intervals 

in songs of a Neotropicalsong bird.  Anim. Behav. 84: 309–313. 
Cator LJ, Arthur BJ, Harrington LC, Hoy RR (2009). Harmonic convergence 

in the love songs of thedengue vector mosquito. Sci. 323(5917): 1077–
1079. 

Aarao J (2006).   A harmonic note, Math Horizons, 14 14p. 
Baker RL (2015). An exceedingly short proof that the harmonic series 

diverges, Missouri J. Math. Sci. 27: 95–96. 
Chenand H, Kennedy C (2012). Harmonic series meets Fibon accisequence. 

Coll. Math. J. 43: 237–243. 
Lord N (2003). Maths bite: seeing the divergence of the harmonic series. 

The Mathematical Gaz. 87: 125–126. 
Plaza A (2018).  The generalized harmonic series diverges by the AM-GM 

inequality, Mathematics Magazine.  91 p. 217. 
 

Cite this article as: 

 Elmas S, Özen O, Hizarci S  (2020). Some  result on the harmonıc 
specıal serıes/analysıs. Acad. J. Sci. Res. 8(7): 204-206. 

Submit your manuscript at 

http://www.academiapublishing.org/ajsr 

 


