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ABSTRACT 
 
According to the survey, the important factors of students dropout are overloaded 
Classrooms, Lack of basic facilities, insufficient School libraries, Poverty, Attraction 
of students toward business, Defective evaluation, Enemies’, inadequate 
preparation for exam by students and there is no special measures for this event in 
school. Also, Harsh attitude of parents, no interest in syllabus by students, Absent 
and failure, Inadequate number of teachers, Social evils in the school surrounding, 
Lack of counseling facilities for mal adjusted students, Parents not visiting school 
regularly nor check their books and note books, Parents verbal discouragement 
instead of psychological motivation, Parent’s not encouraging their child to 
participate in co-curricular activities nor help them and Parents not discussing the 
weaknesses of their child with their teacher are other reasons for dropout. 
 
Key words: Dropout male students, secondary level, parents, teacher, Swabi 
Pakistan. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Education plays a pivotal role in the overall development of 
individual. The individual who gets good training and the 
patronage of good parents flourishes well in the society and 
becomes a fruitful and result oriented individual. But in the 
3rd world countries, education is not given that much 
importance due to many reasons. Today in our country, the 
dropout of students at various stages is on the rise. This 
rate of dropout increases day by day. In the terror-stricken 
and other areas of KPK, this dropout is manifold. This 
motivates the researcher to conduct research on the 
dropout of male students of secondary level in district 
Swabi. All male secondary schools in district Swabi will set 
up a population for the research study. 

The dropout rate of students is fast going worldwide 
particularly in the developing countries. According to a 
UNICEF report; there are around 140 million children who 
were not attending schools and perhaps an equal number 
who drop out of school early.  

Education is the birth right of every child (Goldstein, 
2006). It is the duty of the state to provide it to all  children. 

Due to poverty and lack of literacy, the students of high 
classes, that is, 9th and 10th leave the school early. Most of 
these students begin work independently or join father’s 
business. In such way they try to build their economy. In 
most poor families, the dropout students tends to move 
towards sellers, pickers, tea bags and mechanics to earn 
their livelihoods or employment. Overloaded classrooms, 
lack of basic facilities and playgrounds, poverty, harsh 
attitude of parents, social evils, lack of counseling and 
facilities at school are some of main reasons of dropout as 
well as no preparation for exams and lack of special 
measures for weak or slow learners. Many parents do not 
see the need to educating their children, either boys or 
girls; they see no connection between what is offered in 
school as education and their own lives and the perceived 
future life of their children.  

Bilquees and Saqib (2004) studied the major factors that 
were responsible for dropout and studied the incident of 
interschool movement between public and private schools 
as reflected  in  the  Pakistan  Socio-economic  Survey  panel  
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data set. They found very high female dropout in rural 
areas (24.6%) as compared with urban areas (17.0%), the 
dropout rates for urban and rural males was approximately 
the same (23.7% and 23.5%). This high dropout rates for 
males both in urban and rural areas may be directly 
connected with child labor because male students can be 
sent to work with farther from home at much earlier age.  

Suryadarma et al. (2006) investigated the causes of low 
secondary school enrollment in Indonesia and found that 
abrasion during the change between primary and junior 
secondary education levels, household welfare level, and 
children from Muslim families and poverty were the major 
cause of dropout at secondary level. They suggested the 
need for government scholarship programs to those 
students who walk off from the education system after 
completed their primary education. 

Melese and GetahunFenta (2009) studied the reasons for 
dropout of female students from  the  higher  learning  
institutions. They collected data from the dropout students, 
instructors, gender officers and supervision and counseling 
office  of  the  University  through  questionnaires,  
interview and  focus  group discussion. The outcomes of the 
study showed that though the enrollment rate of female 
students increased from  time  to  time,  there  is  a  wide  
gap  between  the  two  sexes, the dropout rates of female 
students are larger than males. The major causes of 
dropout of female students were lack of boldness training, 
aggravation, teachers gender insensitivity, absence of 
particular support program, poor  time  management,  
nervousness,  financial  problems,  lack  of  proper  
leadership,  and counseling service and department 
assignment without interest. 

Nakpodia (2010) conducted a study to investigate the 
rate of dropout among secondary school students in Delta 
State between 1999-2005, sample of 120 students was 
randomly selected from the entire population of dropout 
students registered in 260 public schools. It was found that 
the dropout of students from school became common in all 
the state secondary schools and the dropout rate of male 
students was higher than female students.  

Naseer Ud Din et al. (2011) conducted a study to 
determine the causes of dropout of male students at 
primary level of F.R. Peshawar. They used the simple 
random sampling technique with ten selected schools of 
F.R. Peshawar Ashokhel, and prepared three types of 
questionnaires for students, teachers and parents. it was 
concluded that the majority of teachers viewed themselves 
as responsible for the dropouts of students due to physical 
punishment and poor interest given to the students. The 
students were of the view that the fear of teachers, mental 
weakness, and failure in exams were responsible for 
dropout, while majority of the parents opined that social 
factors such as illiteracy, poverty and unawareness about 
the importance of education were responsible for dropout.  
On the basis of these conclusions, it was recommended that 
teachers   should   behave   well,   the   governments   should  

 
 
 
appointed talented teachers and provide financial support 
to poor students. 

Wadesango and Machingambi (2011) conducted a study 
to investigate the causes of student absence in selected 
universities. They collected data by questionnaires and 
interviews with 123 students from three universities in 
South Africa. The results showed that student absenteeism 
is high due to lack of subject interest, poor teaching 
methods of lecturers, unfavorable education environment, 
socialization and poor relations with the lecturers.  

Gul et al. (2013) studied the major causes of dropout of 
male students from government high schools in district 
Charsadda KPK (Pakistan) using simple random sampling 
technique. The results indicated that our education system, 
poverty, unawareness of parents, illiteracy and 
unemployment of the educated youth were responsible for 
dropout. They recommended that this condition may be 
better if the government offer scholarships and job 
opportunities to the educated youth and organize 
awareness programs for the adults. 

Ntumva and Rwambali (2013) conducted a study at 
Nyamilama secondary school in Kwimba district Mwanza 
Tanzania to investigate the main causes of dropout in 
community at secondary level using the purposeful 
sampling technique. They found that community  
demographic  differences,  poor educational  performance,  
incompetency  in  English  language,  poverty,  cultural  and  
traditional  way of life  were  the  major causes of school 
dropout. Development of suitable policies and intervention 
strategies to facilitate poor community improve their 
source of revenue through income generation were the 
major recommendations. 

Shadreck (2013) conducted a study to investigate the 
causes of student’s dropout from secondary schools in 
Gokwe district, Zimbabwe. A sample of 20 dropout students 
of five schools selected from nine schools were considered 
and data were collected through questionnaire. The results 
indicated that poverty, school distance, poor teacher 
student relation and irrelevant curriculum were the main 
causes of dropout at secondary level. 

ShahidFarooq (2013) investigated the causes of dropout 
of students from primary schools, and found that 
carelessness of parents, financial problems, grade 
maintenance, student's  love  for  child  labor  over studies,  
failure  to  continue  learning, psychological  problems and 
illiteracy  of  parents were the main causes of dropout. 
 
 
Objectives of the study 
 
The main objectives of the study were: 
 
- To analyze the factors affecting the dropout at secondary 
level. 
- To identify the students enrollment at secondary level. 
- To suggest the remedies of dropout problems. 
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Significance of the study 
 
The following sections of the society get guideline and 
highlight from this research study: 
 
- High-up’s of Education Departments    
- Heads and Teachers of Schools. 
- Parents 
-Students 
 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGYAND PROCEDURE OF THE 
STUDY 
 
The nature of the research 
 
The research on the causes dropout involves descriptive 
type with collection of data on the bases of the hypothesis. 
Three type’s questionnaires, that is, the first type was 
administered among teachers of different schools in the 
district Swabi. The other was filled in by the researcher 
himself through interviews held with dropout students, 
parents and teachers prepared for the current research. For 
the purpose, the researcher visited selected high school in 
Swabi District and met with teachers and dropout students. 
 
 
Population and sample 
 
All male secondary schools in district Swabi constituted the 
population for the research/study. And from the 
population, the following four schools were considered as 
samples: 
 
- G.H.SchoolSwabi 
- G.H. School Serai, Swabi 
- G.H. School ManeriBalaswabi 
- G.H.SchoolManeriPayanSwabi 
 
 
Questionnaires distribution  
 

To collect authentic data, three questioners were developed 
and administered among the teachers, parents and the 
affected students (dropout). The data will be collected, 
analyzed and interpreted with the help of suitable 
statistical device. The written request of questionnaire A 
was distributed among Govt. high school teachers:  
 
- The problem was discussed directly with concern teachers 
of schools.  
- Questionnaires B, is personally distributed by the 
researcher among many dropout students. 
- Questionnaire C is distributed by researcher among 
parents. 
- The data was collected in the light of questionnaires. 

 
 
 
- The information collected was arranged, organized and 
tabulated for analysis to be interpreted. 
 
 
Analysis of data  
 
In the light of the responses from students and teachers, the 
collected data were analyzed with the help of scientific 
statistical tool and the recommendation were presented. 
 
 

Delimitations of the study 
 
Research/study is delimited to the following schools: 
 
- Small universe is to be considered. 
- Only male students of secondary schools will be selected 
for study. 
- The questionnaires are limited to those parents whose 
sons are dropout. 
- Only experienced and senior faculty members will be 
considered in the study. 
 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 

Teachers views  
 
Analysis of data according to teacher’s response over 
physical factors 
 
Table 1 shows that out of the total 20 teachers, 16 replied 
that classrooms are overloaded which was 80% and 
remaining three teachers replied No which was 20%. Out of 
the 20 teachers, 3(15%) replied that proper playground is 
available, while 17 (85%) said that there is no proper 
playground for students. Also, 13 (65%) replied that the 
school has no sufficient number of staff. While 7 (35%) 
replied that there is no deficiency of staff in school. 15 
(75%) replied that there is lack of basic facilities in school, 
while 5 (25%) replied that there is no lack of basic facilities 
in school. Further, 15 (75%) replied that school library are 
operational, while 5 (25%) teachers replied library 
facilities are not available. 18(90%) replied that science 
equipment are available, while 2(10%) replied that we have 
no sufficient science equipment (Figure 1). 

 
 
Analysis of data according to teacher’s response over 
social factor 
 
Table 2 shows that the teacher highlighted poverty, 
enmities, preference of business over education, social evil, 
and lack of counseling facilities  at  school  as  the  causes  of  
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Table 1: Teachers response about provision of  physical factors (N=20). 
 

  Questions 
Positive response Negative response 

Yes Percentage No Percentage 

Q1: Are the classrooms over loaded? 16 80 4 20 

Q2: Is proper ground available? 3 15 17 85 

Q3: Is the number of teachers adequate? 13 65 7 35 

Q4: Are there lacks of basic facilities? 15 75 5 25 

Q5: Are the library facilities available? 15 75 5 25 

Q6: Are science equipment’s available? 18 90 2 10 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 

 
 
Figure 1: The response of teachers about provision of  physical factors.  
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 

Table 2: Teachers response about provision of social factors (N=20). 
 

 Questions 
Positive response Negative response 

Yes Percentage No Percentage 

Q1: Is poverty the family conflicts? 17 85 3 15 

Q2: Are enmities causing dropout? 2 10 18 90 

Q3: Do students prefer to earn money/ Business over education? 11 55 9 45 

Q4: Does a social evil cause dropout of students? 12 60 8 40 

Q5: Does there exists counseling facility for mal adjusted students? 10 50 10 50 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 
dropout of high school students. 85% teachers are in favor 
that poverty causes dropout, while 15% are not. 10% 
teachers replied that enmities cause dropouts, while 90% 
answered no. 55% teachers said students prefer business, 
while 45% teachers said no. Out of 20 teachers, 60% 
teachers said that social evil causes dropout, while 40% 
said no. The most alarming situation is that 50% teachers 
said  that  there  is  no  counseling   facility  for mal  adjusted  

students at school (Figure 2).  
 
 
Analysis of data according to teacher’s response over 
academic factor 
 
Table 3 and Figure 3 show students not prepared for 
annual   exam;  defective   evaluation    system,    no    special  
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Figure 2: Teachers response about provision of social factors (N=20). 
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 

Table 3: Teachers response about provision of academic factors  (N=20). 
 

  Academic factors 
Positive response Negative response 

Yes Percentage No Percentage 

Q1: Is the Syllabus fulfilling the needs of the students? 12 60 8 40 

Q2: Are students prepared for annual examinations? 10 50 10 50 

Q3: Does the school Participate in co-curricular activities? 15 75 5 25 

Q4: Is the present evaluation system is defective? 15 75 5 25 

Q5: Are any special measures taken for weak students? 5 25 15 75 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 

 
 
Figure 3: Teachers response about provision of academic factors (N=20). 
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 
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Table 4: Student’s response about provision of physical factors (N=20). 
 

  

  
Physical factors 

Positive response Negative response 

Yes Percentage No Percentage 

Q1: Is there lack of basic facilities? 12 60 8 40 

Q2: Are the classrooms over crowded? 19 95 1 5 

Q3: Is a power crisis the cause of dropout? 8 40 12 60 

Q4: Is Laboratory well equipped? 17 85 3 15 

Q5: Is Library functional? 7 35 13 65 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 

 
 
Figure 4: Student’s response about provision of physical factors  (N=20). 
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 
measure taken for weak students etc are also involved in 
dropout of students at secondary level based on teacher’s 
opinion. 60% teachers replied that syllabus fulfill the need 
of student, while 40% disagree. 50% teachers admit that 
students are not preparing for annual exams, while 50% 
say the students are prepared for the exams. 75% teachers 
said that school participates in co-curricular activities, 
while 25% said no. Out of the 20 teachers, 75% criticized 
the current ongoing evaluation system while 25% teachers 
say that there is no defect in current evaluation 
system.25% teachers said that we take special measure on 
weak students, while 75% said no. 
 
 

Students views 
 

Analysis of data according to students’ response over 
physical factors 
 

Regarding physical factors, from the total 20 students, 60% 
replied that there is lack of basic facilities in school, while 
40% said no (Table 4). As far as the question is concerned 
about overcrowded class rooms, 95% students replied yes 
and 5% replied no.  40%  students  replied  they  left  school 

due to power crisis, while 60% disagree. 85% students 
replied that the laboratory is well equipped, while 15% 
replied no. 35% students replied that library is functional, 
while 65% replied no (Figure 4).  
 
 

Analysis of data according to student’s response over 
social factor 
 
Table 5 and Figure 5 shows that the 45% students left 
school to support their family, while 55% said no. 100% 
students said that they left school because their parents are 
not economically sound and parents are alive. 25% student 
complained about the harsh attitude of teachers, while 75% 
students are satisfied with teacher’s behavior. 95% 
students replied that they leave school due to exams. 75% 
students replied that they left school due to parent’s 
attitude, while 25% said no. 
 
 

Analysis of data according to student’s response over 
academic factor 
 

100% students replied that failing is  the  cause  of  dropout.  
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Table 5: Student’s response about provision of social factors (N=20). 
 

 Factors 
Positive Response Negative Response 

Yes Percentage No Percentage 

Q1 Does student leave school to support his family? 9 45 11 55 

Q2 Is orphan hood the cause of dropout? Zero 0 20 100 

Q3 Are parents economically sound? Zero 0 20 100 

Q4 Are the teachers harsh? 5 25 15 75 

Q5 Do you leave the school due to exams? 19 95 1 5 

Q6 Is the parent’s attitude responsible for dropout from school? 15 75 5 25 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 
 
 

 
 
Figure 5: Student’s response about provision of social factors  (N=20). 
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 

Table 6: Student’s response about provision of academic factors  (N=20). 
 

 
Factors 

Positive response Negative response 

Yes Percentage No Percentage 

Q1: Is the existing syllabus interesting? Zero 0 20 100 

Q2: Are absentees the cause of dropout? 19 95 1 5 

Q3: Are students motivated to work hard? 20 100 Zero 0 

Q4: Is failing the cause of dropout? 20 100 Zero 0 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 
 
 

95% students replied that absenteeism is the cause of 
dropout and 5% student said no. 100% students replied 
that they are motivated to work hard.100% students 
replied that existing syllabus is not interesting (Table 6 and 
Figure 6).  
 
 

Parents views  
  
Analysis of data according to parent’s response over 
physical factors 
 

Regarding physical factors, of the total 20 parents, 20% 
replied that they visit school  regularly,  while  80% said no.  

85% parents satisfy with lab equipment, while 15% are not. 
15% parents are those parents who check the books and 
note books of their children regularly, while 85% do not. 
10% parents replied that they observe sports activities, 
while 90% said no. 85% parents are satisfied with the 
furniture condition at school while 15% are not satisfied 
(Table 7 and Figure 7). 
 
 

Analysis of data according to parent’s response over 
social factors  
 

Table  8  and  Figure  8  show  that 75% parents replied that  
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Figure 6: Student’s response about provision of academic factors (N=20). 
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 

Table 7: Parent’s response about provision of physical factors (N=20). 
 

  Factors 
Positive response Negative response 

Yes Percentage No Percentage 

Q1: Do you visit school regularly? 4 20 16 80 

Q2: Are you satisfied from Lab equipment’s? 17 85 3 15 

Q3: Do you check the book and notebook of your child? 3 15 17 85 

Q4: Do you observe sports activities in schools? 2 10 18 90 

Q5: Is the furniture of the school up to your satisfaction? 17 85 3 15 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 

 
 
Figure 7: Parent’s response about provision of physical factors (N=20). 
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 
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Table 8: Parent’s response about provision of social factors (N=20). 
 

  Factors 
Positive response Negative response 

Yes Percentage No Percentage 

Q1: Do you identify any social evil in the community in school surroundings? 15 75 5 25 

Q2: Do you verbally discourage your child? 10 50 10 50 

Q3: Does your child report corporal punishment in school? 5 25 15 75 

Q4: Do you motivate your child psychologically? 5 25 15 75 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 
 
 

 
 
Figure 8: Parent’s response about provision of social factors (N=20). 
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 

 
 
Table 9: Parent’s response about provision of academic factors (N=20). 
 

 
Factors 

Positive response Negative response 

Yes percentage No Percentage 

Q1: Is the syllabus interesting? 4 20 16 80 

Q2: Do you arrange extra coaching classes for your child? 1 5 19 95 

Q3: Do you encourage your child for co-curricular activities? Zero 0 20 100 

Q4: Are you able to help your child co-curricular activities? Zero 0 20 100 

Q5: Do you discuss the weakness of your child with his teachers in any subject? 1 5 19 95 
 

Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 
 
 

 
 
Figure 9: Parent’s response about provision of academic factors (N=20). 
Source: (study survey of October to December 2018). 
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they identify social evils at school surroundings, while 25% 
did not observe such things. 50% parents admit that they 
verbally discourage their child, while 50% said no. 25% 
parents said that their children complained about corporal 
punishment in school, while 75% said no corporal 
punishment. 75% parents admit that they did not motivate 
their child psychologically, while 25% do. 
 
 

Analysis of data according to parent’s response over 
academic factors  
 

As regards academic factors, of the total 20, 20% parents 
complain that the syllabus is not interesting, while 80% 
favor it. 5% parents are those who provide extra coaching 
classes, while 95% parents are not providing extra coaching 
classes. 100% parents admit that neither they encourage 
their child in participate in co-curricular activities nor they 
help them in this regard. 5% parents replied that they 
discuss the weaknesses of their children with their 
teachers, while 95% said no (Table 9 and Figure 9). 
 
 

CONCLUSION  
 

In the light of what the teachers, Parents and students 
analyzed and their opinion, it can be concluded that the 
factors that cause dropout in the district Swabi are as 
follows: Overloaded Classrooms, Lack of basic facilities, 
Poverty of students, Student’s attitude towards business, 
Student’s Enemies problem Overloaded curriculum, 
Defective evaluation, Social evils at school surroundings, 
and Lack of counseling facilities at school harsh parent’s 
attitude. Most of the teachers, parents and students made 
opinion that the above Mentioned factors are the cause of 
dropout in our areas, especially in district Swabi.  

Secondary education is the foundation on which the 
whole system of education of a country is established. 
Unfortunately, Pakistan is lagging behind as compared with 
other developing countries. There is too much dropout 
cases appeared in almost every tehsil of the every district 
throughout the country. This problem has motivated the 
genuine investigation in District Swabi.  

The main objectives of the study were: to find the cause 
of dropout and to suggest some remedies for the problem 
regarding the benefits of people and to help the local 
government. In this regard, the researcher visited and 
surveyed many secondary schools. The data were collected 
through questionnaires. The data so obtained, were 
analyzed and representative findings were presented. 
Finally, recommendations were given for preventing 
dropout cases. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
On the basis of the findings, the following suggestions and 
recommendations  are  extended by   the  researcher  to  the  

 
 
 
element dropout of students in schools at secondary level: 
 
1). The School must be facilitated with the following 
necessary requirements. The classes are overcrowded.  In 
this regard, it is suggested that new class rooms must be 
constructed to control this major problem of dropout.  
2). Some basic facilities such as Water Tank for drinking 
water, Standard Toilet, Lawn and playground must be 
provided by the authorities. By this way, we can control 
dropout cases.  
3). There is lack of library facility in most schools. The 
students face problems of getting books and other 
requirements. In this regard, it is advised that special 
attention be given to the library facility. 
4). The evaluation in our country is outdated. It is suggested 
that examinations should be up to date according to the 
international standard. 
5). There is lack of contact between teachers and parents of 
students, which affect the standard of education and lead to 
dropout of students. In this regard, it is suggested that 
teacher-parent meeting be arranged regularly. 
6). Most of the parents are poor and as such, cannot afford 
their children Expenses. In this regard, is advised that 
education must be free in all respect so as to increase 
literacy rate.  
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